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THE PLACE OF THE MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES 
IN A COUNTY-WIDE SYSTEM 


By JoHN CHANCELLOR* 


This article is another attempt at an open discussion of principles, not a 
pronouncement or set of rules. The temper of the Joint Extension Committee 
in making this and similar statements is exploratory, experimental, studious. 
It may settle on certain general policies and standards to follow now and: 
then but, as stated previously, these are only tentative guides and must be 
flexible to be really useful. 

Tolstoy describes two methods of setting out on an exploration. One is to 
lean on charts, guide posts, descriptions of landmarks met on the way. The 
other is to keep constantly in view a compass or a fixed guiding star. The se- 
cond, it seems to us, is the less fallible. The central guiding principle by which 
the Committee has chosen to guide its explorations is that every person in the 
State, whether living in the lonesome northern woods, on an isolated or pros- 
perous farm, in a village in the sand belt, or a suburb or a thriving town have 
equal opportunity at excellent library service by which he is encouraged to 
improve his leisure, his livelihood or his understanding of life in general. We 
do not want to lean too heavily on charts and patterns for every county is a 
new problem requiring its own solution. 

The Committee wants also to disclaim any fondness for the fad of central- 
ization, of building big, over-all units. It rather regards the use of these with 
some suspicion. Like great power and speed, they are useful only if carefully 
harnessed and controlled. It favors the building of county-wide or regional 
systems only because it has seen convincing experience in other parts of the 
country which shows that they provide more and better service for more 
people more efficiently and more economically, and because it believes these 
area-wide schemes can be used in such a way that local community interest 
and initiative will not be weakened but strengthened. 

In its attempts to adapt these schemes to Wisconsin it is making every effort 
to save and enhance the good achievements and the local interest that have 
already been built into so many community libraries. It believes that these 
municipal libraries, large and small, can be built into the county system with- 
out in any way losing their identity, their autonomy, their independence or 
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their accumulated accomplishments. It also is convinced that in many cases 
their voluntary affiliation in a county-wide system will be a means of im- 
measurably improving their book collections, their staff and staff salaries, and 
the services rendered the local public. In all cases there will be benefits in 
proportion to the degree of cooperation. No librarian, no trustee, no commu- 
nity need have any fear of losing anything by cooperating in a county-wide 
system. 
What Is a County Library System? 

In the thinking of the Commission staff and the Committee, a county li- 
brary is much more than a rural library service. It is much more than a librar- 
ian on a bookmobile with a workroom and desk secreted in some county court 
house. A county library system should be a unified, cooperative, voluntarily 
formed network in which there is a free flow of service at all times to any point 
of need by the participating unit best able to render that service. Many muni- 
cipal libraries today gladly give service to anyone beyond their legal town 
boundaries who wants it, usually without any extra charge. The county system 
would provide funds and efficient means not only for extending existing serv- 
ice still further so that there were no unserved spots in the county, but also for 
making it easily accessible in the outlying districts. 

Perhaps the easiest way to draw a clear picture of a county system would 
be to trace the possible evolution of an imaginary one from the very beginning 
of its formation. Suppose it is type No. 1 as described by Miss Farrington in 
her article in the September Wisconsin Library Bulletin, the “Unified County 
System,” since in that type most of the tough problems of fitting municipal 
libraries into the county scheme appear. 

The Possible Steps in the Development of a County Library System 

Discussion of a possible county system would probably first start among a 
small group of interested librarians or citizens. Then a few genuinely inter- 
ested trustees, public officials and public spirited citizens would be drawn in. 
Gradually other genuinely interested citizens would be involved until there 
would be the basis of a county-wide People’s Library Committee, representa- 
tive of all sections and potential users. There would be discussion until general 
plans, purposes and costs were agreed on and finally presented to county 
officials. The County Board would then legally authorize the establishment of 
a County Library to be supported by county funds. It might create a County 
Library Board to be responsible, or it might legally establish the county-wide 
People’s Library Committee as a County Library Council to shape general 
policy and to elect a small Executive Committee empowered to do buisness 
and responsible to the County Board of Supervisors. 

Experience seems to show that libraries and other public institutions do 
not fare so well in getting public funds for support if their governing Boards 
are of the “fiscally independent” variety, that is, legalized to levy special taxes 
for their institution or to require a fixed percentage of the general tax or to 
collect a minimum support sum from the general funds and remain completely 
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unaccountable to the county authorities for their expenditures. In general the 
County Library Board will fare best if it is a policy board, and if it presents its 
case for budgetary needs along with the other public services and does its busi- 
ness and disbursement more or less through the county clerk and finance 
officers. 

Let us suppose we now have a legally constituted County Library with a 
Board and an operating fund of county (or county and state) money. The 
Board employs a staff of 3 to 5 or more experienced, trained professional li- 
brarians of the requisite personality and as many clerical helpers. There should 
at least be a head librarian, a children’s specialist, a specialist in cataloging and 
processing and a reference librarian. In larger counties there should be a 
specialist in adult, another in school service, possibly bookmobile and branch 
librarians. There should be a central pool of books to supplement local muni- 
cipal library collections and stock a bookmobile. 

The staff begins by surveying the services and needs of the communities 
which have indicated a desire to become a part of the county system. After 
discussion with the local librarians and trustees, voluntary agreements between 
county and municipal libraries for improved and extended service in each 
municipality and the immediately surrounding territory would be worked out. 

These agreements might take some such form as this: 

1. The local municipality assumes financial responsibility for buildings, 
equipment, maintenance and capital expenditures. 

2. The county agrees to build up the book collection by permanently de- 
positing books in the local library to build up those subject fields in 
which it is weakest and by periodically sending the local library special 
collections which rotate among the several member municipal libraries 
to freshen their collections. 

8. In return, the local library agrees to weed with the help of a county 
librarian, old and useless material from its collections to make room 
for the new. 

4. The county agrees to assume all or part of the salary budget of cooper- 
ating smaller libraries; the staff to be appointed by the local committee 
or board with approval of the county librarian; and, in return 

5. The municipal library agrees to extend its service beyond municipal 
boundaries free of charge where this is needed to help serve previously 
unserved areas, reorganize the functions of staff members if advisable 
and generally improve accessibility and service. 

6. The county agrees to send its specialists to help the local library with 
technical and administrative problems, to give special readers’ advisory 
service and help in the improvement of service routines and methods 
generally to provide a book pool of little used but valuable material for 
which community libraries have no store space, to assume all or part of 
the job of cataloging and purchasing and processing books for use, assist 
in weeding and improving children’s collections and give story hours, 
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and advise in children’s service generally, to assume responsibility for 
deposit collections of books in small rural schools, to generally aid the 
local staff with all problems of efficient library service, and to carry on 
a continuing in-service training program. 

7. The local library agrees to participate with the county and other muni- 
cipal libraries in complete reciprocity of service and materials throughout 
the area. This means prompt inter-library lending so that any need any- 
where in the county will be met promptly and accurately by the library 
—county or municipal—nearest that need and able to fill it most ade- 
quately. To facilitate inter-library lending the county should take major 
responsibility and financial obligation for a union catalog and a union 
registration file for the area so that it could be easy to ascertain the loca- 
tion of books and identification of borrowers. 

8. The municipal library would still be legalized to carry on its functions, 
raise local funds to support local responsibility and make its own deci- 
sions as formerly concerning local services. Any changes suggested by 
the county system would come about by voluntary agreement. The local 
board would not be forced to agree to anything it did not wish so long 
as their action would not be detrimental to the whole system. The coun- 
ty law could not dictate how much it could spend nor limit it from rais- 
ing more local funds to give additional local service than that required 
in its agreements with the county. All cooperative arrangements would 
be effected through the medium of non-compulsory agreements. 


It must be remembered that the foregoing enumeration represents a hypo- 
thetical case and is not a proven pattern. One county would possibly negotiate 
only a portion of these sample agreements; another might develop still differ- 
ent ones. But these eight are enough to illustrate the general method of build- 
ing a county system by means of agreements on the provision of certain serv- 
ices with the help of county support between the so-called county library and 
the individual municipal libraries. If a community chooses to stay out of the 
county-system entirely, it could do so according to law, providing it is already 
taxing itself “a sum at least equal to the sum which it would have to pay to- 
ward such county levy.” 

If after some years of trial the local authorities were satisfied with relations 
with the county, they could agree to turn over the management of the local 
library so that in effect it became a county library branch, but, in such a case, 
there should remain a local advisory committee to the County Library Board 
with right to make recommendations and also the right to require that local 
service be kept up to agreed standards by the county or returned to local 
management. 


To summarize, the county library system has two general functions: 


1. To take up the slack in materials and services that exists in the present 
distribution of individual community libraries by the use of the county 
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book reservoir, traveling staff and funds to bring the service of existing 
libraries up to standard; and 

2. To act as the coordinator and official negotiator of agreements between 
libraries to bring about service reciprocity and a cooperative scheme for 
complete coverage and good service for every corner of the county. 


The Large Municipal Library as a Reference Center or County Headquarters 

There is left for final consideration the place of the large community library 
already operating according to minimum standards as set by the Wisconsin 
Library Commission. The picture is similar in most respects to that sketched 
above. There could be agreements between county and municipality for help 
to the latter in improving phases of its book collection, increasing its staff and 
services where the improvements will benefit both town and county residents. 

By looking over the map, it will be seen that there are relatively few large 
municipal libraries which are already strong enough to act as the superior 
reference and extra-resource center which is a very definite necessity in a good 
county system. These large municipal libraries should also be the recipient of 
aid in some form from the county (or state) so that their collections are streng- 
thened in unusual but important books and fields, and especially in reference 
and bibliographic aids and bibliographic services which would be valuable not 
only to the County Library staff but also to county and municipal officials and 
workers who need a much more extensive and efficient ready-reference and 
statistical service than is now available in most counties. Few things would 
raise the valuation of library services more in the eyes of the public officials 
and all kinds of public servants (agricultural agents, school officials, public 
health workers, etc.) than the equivalent of a good municipal reference library 
reasonably accessible. 

Likewise, county or state aid might be used to provide part of the salaries 
of additional staff specialists in such fields as technology, art, educational films, 
readers’ advisors in adult education, work with young people, in the larger 
library who could give advisory service to other libraries in the county as 
part-time county library staff workers. 

There are perhaps many reference sets, bibliographic tools, books on spe- 
cial subjects, music, art, film and film strip, pictures, etc. collections useful to 
both county library system and the municipal library which neither one singly 
could afford but which jointly they could. And there are perhaps others which 
are essential to both and which need not be duplicated if the county library 
is in a part of the municipal library building or nearby. In selecting books for 
the county library book pool or backlog collections, the future needs as well as 
the present holdings of the municipal library should be taken into considera- 
tion. 

There are other reasons than the one just mentioned for housing the coun- 
ty system headquarters in a municipal library building if the municipality is 
strategically located geographically. There is the opportunity for continuous 
informal consultation between the two staffs with profitable exchange of hints 
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and advice. Above all it would help to keep them aware and informed of one 
another’s work and service and lessen the feeling of two systems apart and 
unconcerned with one another’s clientele. The County Staff needs to feel that 
the people of the municipality are part of its concern as the municipal staff 
needs to feel that it has some obligation to the people of the whole county as 
the largest bibliographic institution in the county. Specialization of function 
has brought some benefits and also some decided drawbacks and every means 
should be taken to ward off the inevitable provincialism that comes of leaning 
too heavily on specialization. 

If the municipal library quarters are already crowded at the coming of the 
county library, it would be wise to consider some county remuneration to the 
municipal board for constructing an addition to the building. When all savings, 
present and future, are considered, it might prove to be cheaper than settling 
the county library in some available unsatisfactory quarters. 

In the event that there is one library predominant in the area, that library 
might by agreement between the County Board of Supervisors and the Muni- 
cipality become the County Library and continue to operate its present muni- 
cipal services as a branch of the County Library. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the municipal libraries, large and small, must be thought of 
as essential units in county-wide service. They can serve best the concentra- 
tions of populations in the trading centers and the areas immediately adjacent. 
The more mobile type of service which we have commonly come to think of as 
county service can serve the very small communities and open country where 
service is non-existent or weak. But the mobile type of service (bookmobile, 
small stations with untrained custodians, deposit collections in schools and 
stores, mail service, etc.) is certainly not adequate in communities of 1,000 or 
more. Here there is needed an inviting place to sit and browse and read and 
have the personal help of an alert, intelligent widely-read librarian. 

But in order that there not be weakening gaps in the county-wide service, 
every municipal library should in some way, by voluntary agreement or con- 
tract, be affiliated with its neighboring municipal libraries and the over-all 
county organization. The able and ambitious librarian of a community library 
who wants the opportunity of better and more extensive service to the people, 
of better book collection, better bibliographic tools, better quarters, more 
staff help, more expert advisory help, need have no fear of affiliation in such a 
county-wide system. Without a question, there will be much to gain and 
nothing to lose. The fear that something is lost in independence, in the priv- 
ilege of directing one’s own institution and work, is groundless. Every librarian 
works under the direction of someone. The chances of working under intelli- 
gent, sympathetic, understanding direction in a county system are much great- 
er in most cases. . 

Furthermore, the county librarian or board would have no authority that 
is not granted voluntarily by the municipal library when it signs agreements. 
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It need agree to no more than it wants. And there should always be legal pro- 
vision that the citizens, through the county-wide People’s Library Committee, 
and the participating libraries, have power to remove or restrict any county 
librarian who becomes autocratic, unreasonable, or inefficient. The County 
Library Board and management should always sensitively reflect the wishes of 
those citizens and librarians who want progressive, improved and extended 
library service. 

In human affairs, and in human service institutions especially, we blunder 
if we go all out needlessly for unification, centralization, bigness, and the glori- 
fication of the institution over the individual who is a part of it. Likewise, we 
blunder when we over-sanctify the individual and his rights and his small com- 
munity loyalty and pride. The world should certainly be designed primarily 
for the individual human being and his welfare but his welfare can often be 
bettered if he will yield his whims and prerogatives of convenience a little and 
pool his resources within limits for the benefit of many. 





MINUTES AND SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 
OF THE WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, OCTOBER 7-9, 1948 


The 57th annual convention of the Wisconsin Library Association met in 
Madison, at the Loraine Hotel, October 7-9, 1948. Mrs. Jane Billings, president, 
called the meeting to order at the opening luncheon in the Crystal Room at 
12 o'clock. She introduced the Honorable Oscar Rennebohm, Governor of Wis- 
consin, who welcomed the assemblage to Madison, and stressed the need for 
an active interest in state, local, and national government by all citizens. Mrs. 
Billings then introduced Mr. Robert Gard, author and director of the Wis- 
consin Idea Theater, who spoke on the rich heritage of history, biography, 
and resources to which a creative mind has access to write a great novel of 
Wisconsin. 

At 2:30 in the Crystal Room the Wisconsin Free Library Commission mem- 
bers, Mr. John Chancellor and Mr. John Barton with Mrs. Charles Veslak pre- 
siding, spoke of the concrete plans for extended library service in Wisconsin, 
and went into detail on the budget for next biennium. 

After 4:00 o’clock a lovely tea was given by members of the staff of the 
Madison Free Library where an exhibit of paintings by Aaron Bohrod, artist 
in residence at the University of Wisconsin, was enjoyed by all. 

At 8:00 Dr. Bernice Leary, Curriculum Consultant of the Madison Public 
Schools, spoke on “Improving Books for Germany’s Children,” stressing the 
lack of good, attractive, realistic children’s books and how great the need is 
for a proper education of the German people into good techniques of book 
production as well as for the right ideas to put in the books. She was followed 
by Dr. Baker Brownell of Northwestern University who spoke of a survey 
made in Montana on how small towns could avoid becoming ghost towns by 
proper planning, and how important a library could be in any cultural plan- 
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ning of a community both by its literature and its resources to help other 
departments. 

Friday morning at 7:30 a County Library Section breakfast was held in 
the Colonial room, with Mrs. Charles Veslak, chairman, presiding. She intro- 
duced Anne Farrington, Library Consultant for County and Regional Exten- 
sion on the Wisconsin Library Commission Staff. Miss Farrington outlined for 
the group the kind of county and regional service the Commission and the 
Joint Extension Committee would like to see developed in Wisconsin. As a 
specific example, she talked in terms of the tentative plans which have been 
outlined for a proposed demonstration and, for which funds are being re- 
quested from the State Legislature at the next session. 


At 9:30, the first business session was held in the Main Dining Room. The 
meeting was called to order by the President, Mrs. Jane Billings, who gave 
her report of the year’s activities. The president’s report was accepted and 
placed on file. 

The treasurer’s report was read by Dorothy Last, and it was accepted and 
placed on file. 

Since the secretary’s report had appeared in the Bulletin the president 
suggested that the reading of that report be omitted, and there were no ob- 
jections. 

Reports of the Standing Committees: 

Clara Lindsley, librarian of Waupun Public Library, read the report of the 
Adult Education Committee which was accepted and placed on file. Miss 
Lindsley suggested that librarians use the panel discussions prepared on 
education topics by the Joint Educational Committee. 

The report of Alberta Seiz, the Federal Coordinator, and librarian at 
Manitowoc, was read, accepted, and placed on file. 

The report of the Finance Committee was read by the secretary, accepted, 
and placed on file. 

Muriel Fuller read the report and recommendation of the State-wide Li- 
brary Service Committee which was adopted. 

Miss Fuller, librarian of La Crosse Public Library, also moved the adoption 
of the following resolution: 

Be it Resolved, by the Wisconsin Library Association assembled in annual 
convention at Madison on October 8, 1948, That we approve and support the 
progressive library extension program proposed by the Library Commission 
in its budget for the next biennium, and request the Governor and the Legis- 
lature to provide the funds necessary for increased staff and services; 

That we approve and support the program for county or other large area 
library demonstrations proposed by the Library Commission and the Joint 
Extension Committee, and request that sufficient funds be provided therefor; 

That copies of this Resolution be submitted to the Governor and to the 
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Joint Finance Committee of the Legislature at the proper time, as well as to 
other interested groups. 
State-wide Library Service Committee 
Muriel Fuller, Chairman 


At the suggestion of Richard E. Krug, librarian of Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary, the resolution would also be sent to other interested parties, and this 
was voted on favorably. 

Mr. C. B. Lester explained the hearings that the budget goes through and 
urged support of the Association at these times. 

Mrs. Billings then announced how pleasant it was to see Mrs. Winifred L. 
Davis, formerly on the Commission staff, Daisy Trilling, formerly of the Elisha 
D. Smith Library, Menasha, and Miss Lillian Jones, of Washington Park 
Branch, Racine, at the meeting and all applauded their presence. 

Report of the Exhibits Committee was read by Sybil Schuette, librarian at 
Green Bay, and accepted. 

Helen Farr, librarian of Madison Free Library, read the report of the 
Scholarship Committee, and moved its adoption, which was seconded. Discus- 
sion followed. Mr. Krug raised the question of the wisdom of spending that 
money now on Scholarship when we really need to embark on an effective 
state-wide program which is expensive. Miss Farr spoke on the smallness of 
the scholarship. Frederick Wezeman, librarian at Racine, thought we needed 
the money in the general fund. Frances Clark, librarian of Beloit Public Li- 
brary, wanted to know how much money would be allocated to that under the 
cumulative plan and was told $500. Edna Wu, librarian at Antigo, asked if we 
voted against the scholarship fund would the scholarship be withdrawn and 
was told no. The membership was asked to vote on the motion of Mr. Weze- 
man that the report of the Scholarship Committee be accepted, but that we re- 
ject the recommendation that the money not used this year be earmarked for 
further use and that by such rejection it remains in the general fund. The mo- 
tion was seconded, and carried. Benton H. Wilcox of the State Historical Li- 
brary moved that the funds allocated from last year also be turned into the 
general fund. It was seconded, and carried. 

Frances Clark, chairman of the Publicity Committee, read the report of the 
committee, which was accepted. 

The president reported that Josephine Austin, and Myr! Poland had left 
the state after acting on the Publicity Committee and that their going was a 
loss. Miss Clark reported on the work of Helen Jansky of Madison Free Li- 
brary who had contacted the press and radio to assure us good coverage. 

The report of the Subcommittee on Education was read by Edel E. See- 
bach, Milwaukee Public Library, and accepted. 

Jennie T. Schrage, of the Commission staff, also of this Committee, reported 
that the group was having reprints made of “Thirtieth Star” by E. G. Doudna, 
as well as a list of Wisconsin “Firsts,” etc., which would be available to every 
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school and library, with an extra printing so that additional copies would be 
available. 

Mr. Lester mentioned “The Making of Wisconsin Schools” which will soon 
be available in quantity lots. He also commented on the contribution made by 
the Milwaukee Public Library, and Mr. Seebach in particular, to the Centen- 
nial Exhibit. 

A motion made by Mr. Wezeman that the secretary be instructed to send a 
letter of appreciation to the Board of Trustees of the Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary for the extraordinary contribution made to our Centennial Exhibit, was 
seconded and carried. 

Mrs. John Barton, representing the Governor's Commission on Human 
Rights, spoke of the work of this Commission. 

The secretary read the report of the Great Books Committee, which was 
accepted and placed on file. 

Alberta Seiz moved that the secretary write a letter of appreciation to 
Lorentz H. Adolfson, Director of the Extension Division, University of Wiscon- 
sin, for his contribution to the Great Books program. This was seconded and 
carried. 

The secretary read the report of the Intellectual Freedom Committee, 
which was accepted and placed on file. 

The secretary read a report of the questionnaire sent out by Robert 
Schacht, director of the Bureau of Information and Program Services, regard- 
ing the dealings with the Bureau. 

The secretary then read a letter from the Pacific Northwest Library Asso- 
ciation which appeared on page 389 of the October 1, 1948 A. L. A. Bulletin. 

Mr. Wezeman moved that the W. L. A. approved the action taken by the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association, and further that we disapprove of the 
action taken by the A. L. A. Executive Board in disbanding the Placement 
Service, and urge them to reconsider their action. This was seconded by John 
Chancellor. 

Mr. Krug thought it unwise to tie the two things together, and Mr. Weze- 
man agreed to split his motion. After further discussion, Mr. Wilcox moved the 
motion be tabled. 

It was then voted to register our disapproval of the discontinuance of the 
Placement Offices in the A. L. A. 

There being no objections, Mr. Wezeman was then allowed to interrupt the 
old business to present a matter of new business. He suggested that we plan to 
campaign to get funds for a publicity program on the Wisconsin-Wide Idea. 
This money contributed by members, etc., would be turned over to the 
Commission to use as they saw fit to promote the Wisconsin-Wide Idea. 

Marie Barkman, librarian at Sheboygan, said she was interested in a good 
publicity program, and asked Mr. Chancellor if provision had been made for 
publicity in the new budget. Mr. Chancellor explained that it had, but added 
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that the new budget did not go into effect until July 1 of 1949. Mr. Lester 
advised that the Commission may legally accept the money. 

Mr. Krug moved that the Executive Board be authorized to set up a 
budget for the State-Wide Library Service Committee, and that the State- 
Wide Library Service Committee use it to assist the Library Commission’s 
publicity program and authorize it to proceed with the campaign; that trustees 
be included in the campaign to raise money for the purposes as expressed at 
this meeting. Motion seconded and carried. 

The president stressed the need that this campaign be voluntary, and that 
it had nothing to do with Association dues. 

Mrs. Ethel Brann, librarian at Lake Geneva, suggested that the contribu- 
tions be made during the convention, and it was decided that the treasurer 
accept donations, with the help of the State-Wide Library Service Committee. 

The president then adjourned the business meeting until 10:00 o'clock on 
Saturday morning in the Crystal Room. 


At 12:30 a luncheon meeting was held in the Crystal Room, with Mrs. 
Billings presiding. She introduced the members of the panel, who spoke on 
“New Books For All Ages.” Martha Petty, librarian of the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library, Kenosha, spoke on children’s books; Marie Barkman, librarian at She- 
boygan, on economics and science; Mrs. Irene Metke, librarian at Fort Atkin- 
son, on literature and biography; Mrs. Marjorie Flynn of the Superior Public 
Library, on fiction. Unfortunately Mrs. Orrilla M. Thompson of the Commis- 
sion staff was ill and could not discuss books of history and travel. Booklists 
were distributed to everyone. 


Also at 12:30 the Special Libraries Association met in the Colonial Room at 
the invitation of W. L. A., to hold a joint meeting. Katherine Mullen, librarian 
of the Wisconsin Anti-Tuberculosis Association library, Milwaukee, presided 
at the meeting, at which Mrs. Hazel Kuehn and Phoebe Hayes spoke. Mrs. 
Kuehn, of the Legislative Reference Library, Madison, spoke of the work of 
the library since its organization in 1901. This library drafts about ninety-eight 
per cent of the Bills brought before the legislature, does reference and research 
work, and edits the Wisconsin Blue Book. Miss Hays, librarian of the State, 
County and Municipal Employees of A. F. of L. library, Madison, told of the 
services rendered in the fields of public administration and labor. All the cur- 
rent trends which affect labor, such as cost of living, human rights, legislation, 
types of governments, etc., are closely examined. The two speakers and Ellen 
Hoffman, librarian of the Forest Products Laboratory library, Madison, ex- 
tended invitations to visit their libraries. The fourteen people attending the 
meeting expressed their appreciation of the W. L. A. invitation to share the 
meetings and hoped that they might do so in the future. 

The meeting of the Section of Workers with Children and Young People 
was held Friday afternoon, October 8 at the Loraine Hotel, with Marion Sharp 
of Kellogg Public Library, Green Bay, presiding. 
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Elizabeth Burr of the Commission staff gave the highlights of the meetings 
of interest to the Children’s and Young People’s Librarians at the A. L. A. 
Convention held in Atlantic City in June. The Pre-Conference on Youth and 
Libraries, June 12-13, was reported on, bringing out the emphasis on Youth 
helps plan. Margaret Scoggin’s Young Book Reviewers’ broadcast, the Newark 
Public Library’s Advisory Council for their Teen Age corner, the Madison film 
“Make way for youth,” and the New Jersey School Library Council Association 
were suggested as possibilities for work with youth in Wisconsin. Top of the 
news, the publication of the A. L. A. Division of Libraries for children and 
young people, was called to the group’s attention, particularly the “Pre-Confer- 
ence Youth and Libraries, and the Institute on Children’s Books and Reading” 
Proceedings issue (available from Sturgus, $1.00; other issues 35c per copy; 
free to membership of Division). 

The main points of the five papers given at the Institute on Children’s 
Books and Reading and the group discussion were summarized. It was sug- 
gested that Top of the news Proceedings issue be read for a full report. 

Mrs. Ella Veslak, Shawano Public Library, spoke on “Coordination for 
Progress” and stressed the need of children’s librarians to carry on the pro- 
gram. 

Gladys Cavanagh, instructor in library science, University of Wisconsin 
Library School, reported that the first issue of the monthly Subject Index to 
Children’s Magazines (with quarterly cumulations) indexing approximately 20 
well known children’s magazines, is ready for distribution. This work is done 
by Miss Cavanagh with the aid of Library School students. 

Miss Burr reported that Marguerite Henry had requested her publishers to 
grant permission on the copyright page of her books to all libraries wishing to 
dramatize part of the book over the air without writing the publisher for 
permission. The Rand McNally copyright lawyer advised that it would be 
unwise to depart from established practice in this regard. Other children’s 
book editors, contacted at A. L. A., reacted in the same way. 

In view of the agitation on the part of various organizations about “comics” 
there was discussion of the current comic book question and the importance 
of this Section reaffirming its faith in good children’s books. The motion was 
made and passed that a committee be appointed to report back at the Section’s 
Spring Meeting on what the Section should do in regard to the question. Mil- 
dred Rathbun of Milwaukee Public and Juanita Walker, Superior Public 
Library, were appointed to the committee. 

The Hospital Library Section meeting was held in the main dining room 
of the Loraine Hotel, October 8, at 2:45, with Esther Swartz of Kenosha Public 
Library as chairman. 

Margaret Allen, Oshkosh Public Library, read the minutes of the last 
meeting. Miss Swartz announced a balance of $2.00 in the treasury. A fee of 
twenty-five cents was collected from those in attendance to cover postal ex- 
penditures. Officers elected for the coming year are: chairman, Ruth Little, 
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Fond du Lac Public Library, and secretary-treasurer, Agnes Melentine, Madi- 
son Free Library. 

Announcement was made that the Hospital Book Guide, formerly a quar- 
terly, will be issued monthly at $1.50 a year, beginning January, 1949. 


Anne Farrington, Wisconsin Library Commission staff, talked with the 
group about factors to be considered in planning the establishment of hospital 
library service, the selection of the hospital librarian, her orientation to the hos- 
pital, the hospital library book collection and importance of selection for in- 
dividuals, and the need of a thorough knowledge of books and an understand- 
ing of people. . 

Catalog librarians met in the Colonial Room with Mrs. Emily K. Brown, 
University of Wisconsin Library, as chairman. Mary Tesovnik, Milwaukee 
Public Library, reviewed the current literature in the field; Mrs. Kathryn A. 
Sayles, State Historical Library, Madison, spoke on the new look or simplifica- 
tion of cataloging details. A discussion of the great need for catalogers was 
participated in by Rachel K. Schenk, professor of Library Science, University 
of Wisconsin Library School, Dorothea M. Krause, Librarian of Wausau Public 
Library, and Ruth L. Farley and Irene M. Doyle of the University Library. 
Lillian Moehlman, Madison Free Library, conducted the question box. 


The banquet was held in the Crystal Room Friday evening with Mrs. 
Billings presiding. She introduced Mrs. Emily Taft Douglas, former Congress- 
woman from Illinois who introduced the Library Demonstration Bill in Con- 
gress. Mrs. Douglas spoke on “Bulwarks of our Democracy” and stated that the 
bulwarks included: the ability of people to think for themselves; the public 
library as a major institution in helping citizens think for themselves; that the 
library can furnish people with the important “non-material and spiritual” 
things of life. She said that the way to get a better Congress is to have a 
better informed and educated citizenry through mass education in which 
libraries must be a vital factor. She told how to get a Bill through the legis- 
lature, and the need for “public interest” lobbyists. 


The College and Reference Section met at 8:30 Saturday morning in the 
main dining room, with Helen Northup, University of Wisconsin Library, 
presiding. She conducted a symposium of “Your Questions, Please,” with 
response coming from various librarians as to their local practices. Mrs. Nellie 
Kohli, librarian of Monroe Public Library, and Mary De Jong of Menasha 
Public Library reported on books that had helped them the last year. 

The final business meeting was held at 10:00 o’clock Saturday morning in 
the Crystal Room, with Mrs. Jane Billings presiding. 

Mrs. Billings reported on the success of the voluntary fund to aid the 
Library Commission in its publicity program. 

Catherine Casey, librarian at New Richmond, presented the report of the 
Membership committee, which was accepted and placed on file. 


R ert Agard, librarian of Lane Library, Ripon College, read the report 
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of the committee on Salaries and Personnel, and asked that the report be 
accepted. 

Mr. Krug asked whether the report would be published and Mr. Agard 
said the report would be gone over by the Committee and the Executive Board 
to determine whether it should be published or not. The report was accepted. 

Mr. Wilcox read the report of the Constitutional Amendment Committee 
and moved its adoption. It was adopted. 

The President then read the constitutional amendment. “Resolved that the 
Constitution of the Wisconsin Library Association Article 4, paragraph 2, be 
amended to read as follows: “These officers with the retiring president and the 
representative or representatives from Wisconsin on the A. L. A. Council shall 
constitute the Executive Board which shall have power to act for the Associa- 
tion in the intervals between meetings.’ ” Mrs. Billings stated that there had 
been a request for a written ballot, and appointed Mrs. Ina Luck, Waupun 
high school librarian, and Mrs. Barbara Kelly, librarian at Burlington, to serve 
as tellers. 

A discussion followed. Mr. Lester pointed out that the A. L. A. Council is a 
policy making board while the Executive Board of W. L. A. is administrative. 
Some one asked how long a Council member held office and was told 4 years. 
Some one asked whether it took a 2/3 vote to amend the constitution and was 
told yes, as stated in Article 6. 

Mr. Krug asked if the Executive Board wished to express its attitude. The 
Board declined. 

Mr. Krug said he thought it wise to separate administration and policy. 
Jennie T. Schrage thought it would be wise to have a close working arrange- 
ment between the two. Mr. Krug pointed out that A. L. A. Council members 
could still come to the meetings. Mrs. Billings stated they had been invited 
to the Board meetings this year. Mr. Wilcox mentioned that if we wanted the 
Council members to attend without the right to vote, that was provided for in 
the second amendment in case the first amendment was defeated. Mrs. 
Billings pointed out that this ballot was concerned with A. L. A. Council mem- 
bers having full rights and voting privileges on the W. L. A. Executive Board. 

While the votes were being counted Elizabeth Burr read the Governor's 
proclamation on Book Week, and his letter. 

The chairman read the report of the tellers. 76 votes were cast, 22 votes 
yes, and 54 no. 51 votes were needed to amend the Constitution. Amendment 
defeated. 

Mr. Wilcox then read the following amendment which required no formal 
action until next year: 

“Resolved that Article 4, paragraph 2, of the Wisconsin Library Association 
Constitution be stricken out, and the following paragraph substituted in its 
place: The Executive Board shall consist of these officers—the retiring presi- 
dent, and representative or representatives from Wisconsin on the A. L. A. 
Council, providing that such representative or representatives may participate 
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in all Board discussion, but shall not have the power to vote. The Executive 
Board shall have full power to act for the Association.” 

Mr. Wilcox said in brief it would mean Council members on the Board 
without right to vote. If it passes next year, it will also be necessary to consider 
the By-law which defines a quorum of the Executive Board. The By-law states 
that a quorum of the Executive Board is any three members of the Board. 
Should this amendment be adopted it would add two members to the Execu- 
tive Board, making a membership of seven instead of five. By-laws can be 
amended at a meeting without previous notice. 

Mr. Krug moved that the Constitution be amended to provide for the 
election of officers at the annual convention, and not by mail vote. He asked 
that it be referred to a committee for possible action next year. He felt that 
members should take a more active part in the selection of their officers. The 
president read Article 4 of the Contitution about the selection of officers, and 
Mr. Wilcox pointed out that the people who drew up the Constitution were 
not versed in parliamentary law and that it needed revision. Mr. Krug agreed 
and moved that a Constitution and By-laws Revisions Committee be appointed 
by the chair to report at the next annual convention. The motion was seconded 
and carried. 

Mr. Wezeman moved that we ask A. L. A. to hold in abeyance the plan to 
reorganize the A. L. A. on a regional basis until the new Executive Secretary 
has had time to be adjusted in his position. After discussion the motion was 
defeated. 

The question was again asked about the publication of the report on 
Salaries and Personnel. The answer was that the report would be published 
if the Executive Board and the Committee decided to do so. 

The secretary read the report of the tellers, of which Natalie Huhn, librar- 
ian at Oshkosh, was chairman; Hazel Laing received 176 votes and was de- 
clared elected W. L. A. representative on the A. L. A. Council. 

The Resolutions committee report was read by Mr. Lester, chairman. 

There being no further buisness, the president wished all a safe journey 
home, and declared the meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Margie Sornson, Secretary 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CONVENTION—MADISON 
OCTOBER 7-8-9, 1948 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


It seems such a short time ago that your 
officers of 1947-1949 assumed the respon- 
sibilities of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion. As we looked into the future, there 
seemed to be ample time to accomplsh the 
things we hoped for, but a glance into the 
past now shows this year to be but a fleet- 
ing moment. 

As was the custom several years ago, the 
Executive Board sent one of its members 
as a representative to each of the district 
meetings. We felt it was a channel whereby 
we could present to the membership the 
problems, plans and principles of the as- 
sociation and we, in turn, could receive from 
the members suggestions for making our 
profession and association stronger and more 
capable of meeting the demands made upon 
them in this atomic era. 


Your Executive Board has spent long 
hours in session. Our six meetings have of- 
ten lasted from early morning until evening. 
The chairmen of the committees and of the 
several sections have met with the Execu- 
tive Board and participated in our planning. 
To the members of the Executive Board I 
would like to say, our associations have 
been marked by a harmony of ideas and 
ideals, which have added to this year of 
service. I shall always be grateful to the 
members of the association for having elect- 
ed you to serve with me. 

Hardly had our term of office begun, 
when the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion invited me to appoint representatives 
of this Association to meet with the Com- 
mission and work with them toward the 
establishment of objectives, specifications 
and standards for a state-wide library sys- 
tem. From this initial meeting developed the 
Joint Extension Committee, until recently 
made up of three representatives of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission and 
two representatives of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association. At the request of the 
Commission I agreed to serve with Miss 


Fuller, as representatives of the Wisconsin 
Library Association and we have attended 
the monthly meetings of the Committee. 
From the Joint Extension Committee, under 
the capable and untiring leadership of chair- 
man John Chancellor, has come the Wis- 
consin-Wide Library Idea for Voluntary 
Education Through Reading. The labors of 
this committee supported by the commission 
staff have been rewarding and a symbol of 
the revitalization of library development 
in Wisconsin. In September chairman Cal- 
lahan invited me to attend the meeting of 
the Commission at which time the budget 
for the next biennium was adopted. At all 
times we have received the utmost coopera- 
tion from the members of the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission and its staff. It 
has been heartening to work with this fine 
group toward the development of improved 
library service in Wisconsin. 


During the year I was privileged to at- 
tend within the state the Great Books 
demonstration meeting in Milwaukee, the 
splendid meeting of Workers with Children 
and Young People in La Crosse, the Library 
Workshop at Green Lake and the Library 
Institute in Madison. From each of these 
meetings I returned with the feeling of en- 
thusiasm and of progress being made and 
above all the unselfish cooperation of Wis- 
consin librarians. 

At both the mid-winter conference in Chi- 
cago and the annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Library Association in Atlantic City, I 
attended the meeting of the State Library 
Association Presidents and Editors of Bul- 
letins. Through working with other associa- 
tions we have the opportunity to profit by 
their accomplishments, yes, even their de- 
feats. May we avail ourselves of the oppor- 
tunities afforded us! 

The privilege of correspondence surely 
has been mine. At this date, October 4th, 
my record shows that I have written almost 
600 letters. I have truly enjoyed this means 
of contact with our membership and I hope 
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it has been of mutual benefit. We have not 
employed an executive secretary, but it has 
been helpful to know that if the executive 
responsibilities became too heavy, such a 
secretary could be employed. 

It has been said that in committees lie 
the working strength of any organization. 
To the committees of this Association I wish 
to say that your willingness to assume re- 
sponsibilities for a period of two years, your 
eager appetite for service and your deter- 
mination to do only the higher caliber of 
work has been most gratifying to me. To 
say thank you seems so brief, but I trust that 
you will understand that I appreciate every- 
thing. you have done and will do for the 
Wisconsin Library Association and for me. 

In closing I say to you that the past year 
has been a great experience for which I am 
indebted to all of you. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Jane K. Billings, President 


REPORT OF TREASURER 
Balance in checking account 








November 18, 1947...............-----++ $1,184.04 
Receipts: 
Membership dues.......... $980.00 
Exhibitors’ fees.............. 854.00 
Transferred from savings 
ACCOUNE  ......-c.eccecceeeee 500.00 1,834.00 
$3,018.04 
Disbursements: 
Executive Board............ $286.17 
PYOSHUONE cacssesssesccscsinecce 67.37 
SCCEORARY: cic cnccccscsnessnccce 76.17 
TRNOOMEONNN << sccstcceseaenneicsc 60.79 
Joint Extension Com- 
WUE? i sdiciadeccsctesasnue 88.41 
State-wide Library 
OR UIOD aac cccsescecsetisices 47.84 
Ya) ae, 35. eee 25.00 
Misc. and other 
committees ................ 425.36 
Savings account............ 1,000.00 2,166.81 
Convention—1948 ........ 89.70 





Balance in checking account 


Oct. 2, 1948 $ 851.23 
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Savings account: 
Transferred from check- 
ing acct. May 20....$1,000.00 
Transferred to check- 
ing acct. Sept. 16..... 500.00 
Balance in savings acct. Oct. 
2, 1948 500.00 


ae $1,351.23 





Total 





Report oF THE ADULT EDUCATION 
CoMMITTEE 

For a number of years the chairman of 
the Adult Education Committee of the Wis- 
consin Library Association has acted as the 
representative of the Association on the 
Joint Committee on Education in Wiscon- 
sin, the latter meeting once a month, except 
in the summer months, and usually in Mad- 
ison. The Joint Committee is composed of 
representatives of different organizations 
throughout the state whose members are di- 
rectly or indirectly interested in educational 
projects. 

Within the Joint Committee are subcom- 
mittees which really do the work. One com- 
mittee organizes panel discussions or work- 
shops and takes them out into the state to 
discuss objectively at open meetings vari- 
ous problems of education which confront 
us. There is a radio committee which works 
out broadcasts on public school and educa- 
tional problems. A subcommittee has made 
a study of the laws relating to our public 
school system. The bulletin “Taxes and 
Schools” is the work of a part of the Joint 
Committee. A great deal of research has 
gone into this and it is in a process of re- 
vision. This bulletin took the place of some 
of the fliers issued every month on some 
phase of education. 

Each organization represented on the 
Joint Committee is entitled to 150 copies 
of these fliers to distribute to its members. 
As our membership is scattered all over the 
state it would be expensive and difficult for 
me to mail out 150 fliers each month to 
even a part of our membership. This diffi- 
culty is solved by Miss Schrage who repre- 
sents the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion on the Joint Committee. She combines 
my share of the fliers with the 150 copies 
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that she is entitled to and mails them out to 
the public libraries from the Commission 
office in Madison. I hope that all of you 
absorb the practical and useful knowledge 
contained in these and pass it on to your 
patrons. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Clara L. Lindsley 


Exuipit COMMITTEE 

Seventeen firms have signed contracts for 
exhibit space at the annual meeting of the 
Wisconsin Library Association, Oct. 7-9, 
1948. 

Ten firms have contracted for 10 ft. units, 
six firms for 8 ft. units, and one firm for a 
six ft. unit, at $3. a foot. 

This makes a total of $462 which the 
exhibits will bring in, of which $308 we 
will owe to the hotel for rental of the ex- 
hibit spaces. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sybil C. Schuette 


Report oF SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

The duty of this Committee was to plan 
a library display in the Education building 
at State Fair Park, scheduled for August 
6-29th, 1948. 

The theme of the Exhibit was “Libraries 
Yesterday,—Today and Tomorrow.” To erect 
and construct a booth in the allotted exhibit 
space of 80’ x 16’, a working budget of 
$735.25 was granted. We received from 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission 
$292.25, and an additional check of $325. 
from the Centennial Fund, and from the 
Wisconsin Library Association $118. The 
total expenditure for the Exhibit amounted 
to $695.88, leaving a balance of $30.82. 

One of the highlights in the library ex- 
hibit that attracted a great deal of atten- 
tion was the 7, foot Electric Map of the 
State of Wisconsin. The map told the fol- 
lowing story to the Centennial visitor:— 
that in 1878—Wisconsin had nine libraries, 
represented by the first series of white lights 
flashed on the board. The second series of 
amber lights showed County libraries of 
which there are sixteen in the State—and 
the third series of green lights showed that 
there are one hundred and sixty-six libraries 
open more than ten hours wer week in Wis- 
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consin. Still another popular attraction was 
the twelve Jumbo sized pictures 2’ x 93 
which showed the Libraries of Yesterday, 
Today and Tomorrow, Work with Children, 
and Library Services to the Community, 
such as Bookmobiles, Phonograph Records 
and Albums and Films. 

The staffing of the Library exhibit from 
9:00 A. M.—11:00 P. M. was accomplished 
by 70 librarians, most of whom served on 
their own time. The members of the Com- 
mittee wish to thank all the Librarians, 
member of the Wisconsin. Library Associa- 
tion, and the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission staff for the generous time and as- 
sistance given at the Exhibit during the Wis- 
consin Centennial Exposition. 

The Committee also wishes to thank Mr. 
Richard E. Krug, Librarian of the Milwau- 
kee Public Library, for the excellent coop- 
eration we received from him in personnel, 
time and labor in the work of constructing 
and dismantling the Library Booth. 

The Electric Map at present is at the 
Milwaukee Public Library and will be made 
available to any organization or institution 
desiring to display the map—providing pack- 
ing and shipping costs are paid. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. E. Seebach 


REPoRT OF THE GrEAT Books 
CoMMITTEE 

The Great Books committee of the Wis- 
consin Library Association had its only meet- 
ing of the day of the great storm, March 2. 
It certainly augured well for the success of 
any undertaking that members came to 
Milwaukee from Oshkosh, Menasha, Racine 
and West Allis on such a day. The meeting 
had been planned for that time so that the 
members could attend the luncheon and 
hear and see the demonstration in the even- 
ing at the Vocational School. 

The chairman of the committee appeared 
at a meeting of the executive board in Janu- 
ary and presented a summary of the pro- 
gram in Milwaukee. It was suggested that 
the best thing would be to see Dean Adoif- 
son of the University Extension since the 
W. L. A. did not have the resources at its 
command to push a state-wide program. 
The chairman conferred with him that same 
day and Dean Adolfson came to Milwaukee 
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on January 19 to meet with the president 
of the Great Books Foundation. On the af- 
ternoon of March 2, he presided at a meet- 
ing attended by representatives of various 
colleges in the state. 

The Wisconsin Library Association was 
one of the sponsors of the two leaders’ 
training institutes held this August at Be- 
loit and Lawrence College. The attendance 
at Beloit was 20 and at Lawrence 23, with 
20 Wisconsin cities represented. From the 
information on hand now, it looks as if 
about that number of new cities would 
have Great Books discussion groups in addi- 
tion to the places which have the program 
now—Lake Geneva, Kenosha, Racine and 
the Milwaukee metropolitan area. Some 
cities, such as Appleton and Beloit, are start- 
ing with two groups. 

Information was given to librarians from 
the committee through stories in the Febru- 
ary W. L. A. News Letter and in the March 
15 Guide Posts for Book Buyers. Members 
of the State A. A. U. W. were reached 
through an article prepared for Badger 
Briefs, an appearance before the executive 
meeting at Milwaukee in January and be- 
fore a program conference at Waukesha in 
June. 

Because of the march of events much of 
the development of the state-wide program 
has taken place outside the public library, 
but librarians have in many instances played 
an important role by giving out information, 
by recruiting leaders, and by working with 
other agencies in sponsoring groups. In so 
doing they have helped to show the benefits 
of cooperative effort in bringing worthwhile 
opportunities to the community. 

Wisconsin librarians will have a major 
role to play in the next year if the program 
is to continue on a strong foundation. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Helen Terry, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM IN 
WISsconsIN LipRaARIES 

No report of censorship intereference with 
intellectual freedom has come to the atten- 
tion of the committee. Whether this is due 
to actual freedom of censorship or to disin- 
terest is difficult to say. 
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In the discussion on the subject at the 
Institute as well as through the survey by 
Miss Farrington of the Free Library Com- 
mission, it seems that the majority of the 
criticism is aimed at the emphasis some 
authors place on sex interest. Titles specifi- 
cally mentioned included Knock on any 
Door by Motley; Margaret by Slade; Let 
the Chips Fall by Lauria; Raintree County 
by Lockridge; The Hucksters by Wakeman; 
Fall of Valor by Jackson. 

A few instances of religious censorship 
were mentioned. A few librarians mentioned 
that King Jesus by Graves was commented 
on—one adding that she kept the book on 
the restricted shelf because she wanted her 
readers to know something of what they 
were getting, rather than taking the book 
just by title. A few other instances of at- 
tempted censorship on grounds of religion 
were mentioned. 

A very few instances of objection to the 
Nation were mentioned. These generally 
came from the libraries in smaller commu- 
nities. Others said that the recent. articles 
in the Nation had elicited no comment. 

Occasional instances of what has been 
termed “direct action censorship” were men- 
tioned, that is the patron removes the book 
from the library to get it out of circulation. 
Perhaps some of us have failed to recognize 
this type of censorship. 

On the whole it would seem that there 
was little interference with intellectual free- 
dom in Wisconsin libraries. We hope that it 
will continue thus. If such censorship should 
flare up in any given community, it is the 
hope of the committee that the librarian 
bring it to the immediate attention of the 
committee or of Anne Farrington of the Li- 
bary Commission. 

Repectfully submitted, 
Dorothea M. Krause, Chairman 
Edna Kraft 
Clara Laughton 


The Library Demonstration Bill will be 
reintroduced in the 8lst Congress. The bill 
won increased support during the 80th Con- 
gress. On February 25, 1948, the Senate 
passed S.48 by unanimous consent. The 
House Subcommittee on Education reported 
favorably on H. R. 2465, but it was report- 
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ed by the full Committee on Education and 
Labor and did not reach the floor of the 
House for a vote. In the 80th Congress, a 
majority of the Steering Committee, a ma- 
jority of the Education and Labor Commit- 
tee and a majority of the House were for 
the bill. During the coming year another 
campaign for the bill will be conducted. 
The present standing of the Wisconsin 
members of Congress on the bill is: 
Will support: 
L. H. Smith, Ist district; 
Glenn R. Davis, 2d district; 
W. H. Stevenson, 3d district; 
Charles J. Kersten, 5th district; 
Frank B. Keefe, 6th district; 
Reid F. Murray, 7th district; 
Merlin Hull, 9th district; 
Alvin O’Konski, 10th district. 
Will consider sympathetically: 
Senator Wiley; 
Senator McCarthy; 
John C. Brophy, 4th district. 
Opposed: John W. Byrnes, 8th district. 
I want to thank those of you who con- 
tacted your congressmen during the year 
and I hope you will continue the work in 
1949. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Alberta Seiz 


MEMBERSHIP CoMMITTEE 

The membership committee reports the 
following activities for the past year. 

812 cards were sent seeking new mem- 
bers. 

A W. L. A. news letter requested infor- 
mation to be used for a new library direc- 
tory. We received only 50 replies and would 
appreciate further cooperation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Orrilla M. Thompson 
Ruth Shapiro 
Marguerite Christensen 
Catherine Casey 
Jessie M. Sanford, Chairman 


Pusiiciry CoMMITTEE 
Three issues of the W. L. A. Newsletter 
were mailed to members, one in February, 
one in July and one in September. 
The first Newsletter was prepared by Jo- 
sephine Austin and Myrl Poland of Janes- 
ville. These two librarians left the state in 
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July and President Billings appointed the 
following committee to fill out the year’s 
work: Frances Clark, Beloit, Chairman; 
Elizabeth Spence, Beloit; Elizabeth Hage, 
Appleton, and Helen Jansky, Madison. Miss 
Jansky was responsible for contacting radio 
stations and newspapers to secure publicity 
for the W. L. A. Convention at the Loraine 
Hotel in Madison. 

The committee appreciates deeply the de- 
cision of the members to hire clerical help 
to stuff the envelopes and stamp them when 
publicity is to go out to the membership. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Spence 
Elizabeth Hage 
Helen Jansky 
Frances Clark, Chairman 


SCHOLARSHIP CoMMITTEE 

Two applicants for the Wisconsin Library 
Association Scholarship were referred to the 
committee by the Mary Emogene Hazeltine 
Scholarship Committee. One withdrew her 
application before any action was taken. 
The other candidate had already notified 
the Wisconsin Library School that she would 
enter the class in September, a fact which 
indicated that the granting of the scholar- 
ship was not a deciding factor in whether 
or not she could secure professional train- 
ing. Since the constitution of the Scholar- 
ship Fund requires that the candidate “cer- 
tify that such financial aid is necessary to 
enable him to attend the Library School 
of the University of Wisconsin,” this appli- 
cant did not qualify for the W. L. A. Schol- 
arship. 

No other candidate applied. This being 
the case the Executive Board of the Asso- 
ciation, acting as the Scholarship Commit- 
tee, with the Chairman appointed for 1948 
voted that the money should be set aside to 
accumulate in accordance with the Scholar- 
ship Constitution. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Helen E. Farr, Chairman 


State-Wipe Lriprary SERVICE 
CoMMITTEE 
On December 9th the committee was ap- 
pointed. 
On December 18th, Mrs. Jane Billings, 
as president of W. L. A. and the chairman 
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attended an organization meeting of the 

Joint Extension Committee at Madison. As 

all the work of the State-Wide Library 

Service Committee will stem from the re- 

commendations and findings of the commit- 

tee it seems only proper to incorporate a 

brief summary of its activities with this re- 

port in a later paragraph. 

On January 9th, the chairman attended a 
W. L. A. Executive Board Meeting in 
Madison at which plans for the year were 
discussed for all committees. 

The State-Wide Service Committee met 
at La Crosse on April 9th and made the 
following recommendation to the Executive 
Board of W. L. A. that emphasis on legis- 
lative action on the part of W. L. A. during 
the next legislative session be placed, first, 
on an increased budget for the Wisconsin 
Library Commission; second, on a county 
or regional demonstration in the State; and 
third, on State aid. 

During the year, the committee members 
individually have contributed their com- 
ments and criticisms on the preliminary 
draft of the Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea 
to the Joint Extension Committee and made 
suggestions that would increase the effec- 
tiveness of the Commission’s service program 
for the State. They also cooperated with 
the research project of the University of 
Wisconsin in listing information they felt 
would be valuable in getting a picture of 
library service in Wisconsin. 

Now that the Wisconsin Idea has been 
published and presented to the people and 
two separate budgets have been worked out 
to be presented to the legislature, the ac- 
tivities of the State-Wide Library Service 
Committee will really begin. 

A summary of the activities of the Joint 
Extension Committee would cover the fol- 
lowing: 

1, Discussed creation of new field worker’s 
position for the Commission staff. 

2. Members attended a one-day workshop 
preceding Midwinter A. L. A. planned 
in cooperation with rural sociologists. 

8. Cooperated on planning research pro- 
ject to survey Wisconsin library picture. 

4. Cooperated on forming plans and speci- 
fications for extension of library service 

to all people in the state which has 
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been published as Wisconsin-Wide Li- 
brary Idea for Voluntary Education 
through Reading. 

5. Members attended district meetings and 
explained the Idea. 

6. Members appeared as a panel to pre- 
sent Idea to Green Lake Workshop. 

7. Members attended a Tri-State Regional 
Planning Conference at Green Bay, July 
5-6 to discuss mutual problems with 
Michigan and Minnesota. 

8. Made recommendations for appointment 
of a new member to the Library Com- 
mission. 

9. Members appeared as a panel at the 
Librarians’ Institute in Madison, Aug- 
ust 25. 

10. Made recommendations for increasing 
the budget for the Library Commission 
and for adopting two demonstration 
projects for Wisconsin. 

During the coming year, our committee 
recommends: first, that the support of the 
Association through its members be given 
to the acceptance of the budget increasing 
the funds of the Library Commission so they 
will be able to carry on increased service 
to the state; second, that the full support 
of the Association be given to the passage 
of the demonstration bill for county or re- 
gional library service. Initial support of the 
first item will be needed when the budget 
for the commission is reviewed at the Gov- 
eror’s hearing in November. 

We're going to need the names of influ- 
ential people who can help further the cause 
of the demonstration bill, and we ask the 
Association members to supply the commit- 
tee with those names as well as to contact 
the people themselves. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ione A. Nelson 

Hazel D. Laing 

Ethel M. Brann 

Ruth S. Smith 

Ruth Swenson 

Anita Romon 

Muriel Fuller, Chairman 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 
The Finance Committee has audited the 
treasurer's books, and found them in order. 
Mrs. Oscar Metke 
Kathleen Neis 








REPORT ON QUESTIONNAIRE 
BurEAU OF INFORMATION AND 
ProGRAM SERVICES 

Some time back you helped us formulate 
a questionnaire which was sent to librarians 
of the state relative to requests for specific 
books from individuals in their communities. 

We thought you might be interested in 
the response to date and the policy we are 
establishing: 

1. 58—Fill the request and send books di- 
rectly to individual. 

2. 91—Fill the request and send books di- 
rectly to the librarying, notifying in- 
dividual to call. 

8. 11—Refer the request to the librarian 
and notify individual. 

4, 21—Refer individual to librarian, sending 
nothing. 

According to our present plans, we will 
respect the preferences of all who answered 
by maintaining three lists of libraries: 
Group 1. We shall fill the request and send 

books directly to the individual. 
We shall also do this for all li- 
braries who do not answer our 
questionnaire and follow-up. 

Group 2. We shall fill the request and send 
it to the librarian, notifying the 
individual to call. 

Group 8. We shall refer the request to the 
local librarian and notify the in- 
dividual to that effect. This shall 
apply to individuals whose librar- 
ians have checked 8 or 4 above. 

Robert H. Schacht, Director 
RESOLUTIONS 

Resolved; By the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation, That we record here our sincere 
appreciation to our host, the Madison Free 
Library, for effective planning for our wel- 
fare, under the able leadership of Marjorie 
Gile as chairman of the local arrangements 
committee. Will Miss Gile extend our thanks 
to her co-workers. And we do not forget 
the delightful tea at the library and the 
pleasing exhibit of Wisconsin art which was 
its setting. We are grateful to Mrs. Melvin 
Romon of Weyauwega and Mrs. Fern Hold- 
ridge of Wausau for place cards, and to 
those who supplied materials and favors: 

Bank of Wisconsin. 
General Casualty Company. 
Kilgore Printing Company. 
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Mitchell Mimeographing Company. 

Northwestern Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany: 

Mrs. Marius Hansen, of the Perfume 

Shop. 

University Co-op. 

H. W. Wilson Company. 

Wisconsin Highway Commission. 
Our thanks also the Madison and Wisconsin 
Foundation for assistance at the registration 
desk, and to the management of the Loraine 
Hotel for satisfying service. We have again 
had the substantial support of exhibitors, 
and trust that our members will return to 
them satisfactory evidence of our good 
wishes. 

We extend this recognition of their serv- 
ices and our sincere good wishes to those 
who have retired from active work among 
us: 
Cecile M. Fennelly, librarian at Ashland. 
Winifred Hawk, for 19 years on the staff 

at Racine. 

Lillian Jones, for ten years at Washington 

Park Branch, Racine. 

Arthur H. Lohman, trustee at Two Rivers 
for 37 years. 

George Morse, trustee at Lake Geneva 
for 12 years. 

Beulah Poole, librarian at Darlington. 

Mrs. W. G. Rasch, for 40 years trustee at 

Burlington. 

Mrs. A. Bosin, trustee at Randolph. 

Inevitably we must include here the writ- 
ten record of those who have finished their 
work and passed on from this earthly scene. 
For us their memory is carried in our hearts. 

Mrs. Hazel B. Augustine, for many years 

on the staff at Racine. 

Dr. C. D. Boyd, trustee at Kaukauna. 

W. P. Boyle, trustee at Tomahawk for 24 

years. 

Sylvester J. Carter, former chief of the 

Reference Room at Milwaukee. 

Herman C. Christensen, trustee at Osh- 

kosh since 19388. 

Harriet P. Humphrey, for many years 

trustee at Shawano. 

Dr. Harry A. Keenan, trustee at Stough- 

ton. : 

Emma Schreiner, trustee at Lancaster for 

40 years. 

Mrs. Natalie H. Scribner, librarian at 

Merrill for 25 years. 
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NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Orrilla M. Thompson 


Philosophy—Social Sciences 


Fairbank, John King. The United 
States and China. 1948. 384p. maps. 
Harvard University Press, $3.75. 

827 

A very readable account of China to- 
day, by one who has spent much time in 
the country, studying its culture, social 
and political traditions and their imnlica- 
tions for the future. He urges that China 

be treated as an entity, and that such a 

concept be considered in making United 

States poner toward her. An important 

book for all collections. (See Booklist 

45:11 S. 1, °48) 


Griffith, Beatrice. American me. 1948. 
3841p. illus. Houghton, $3.50. 325.73 
Eleven stories of Mexican-American 

children told to the author by the chil- 

dren themselves and dealing with their 
life as members of a minority group in 
the Southwest. Following each story 
there is a “generalized statement of the 
sociological, economic, and _ historical 
facts behind that individual situation.” 

American me was the 1945 non-fiction 

Houghton-Mifflin. Literary Fellowship 

winner. Recommended. 


Grossman, Jean Schick. Life with fam- 
ily, a perspective on parenthood. 
1948, 23lp. Appleton, $3. 173 
Practical discussions on parent and 

child relationships. A section includes as- 

sistance for the mother who has work 
outside the home duties. The book is par- 
ticularly helpful in its sugeestions for 

guiding. (See Booklist 45:45 O. 1, ’48) 


Ward, Barbara. The West at bay. 
1948. 288p. Norton, $3.50. 
830.94 or 341 


An English author has given us this 
thouchtful analvsis of the problems con- 
fronting the Western world. She traces 
the history of the factors which have 
contributed to Europe’s economic break- 
down. The proposal for a Western Asso- 
ciation emphasizes the part that the 
United States should play in helping 
Europe. An important book that should 
be called to the attention of many read- 
ers. (See Booklist 45:1 S. 1 °48) 


Natural Science—Useful Arts 


Bean, George. Yankee auctioneer. 
1948. 247p. Little, $2.75. 658 
“Wherein are to be found the reminis- 

cenes and philsophy of a country auction- 


eer, well seasoned with yarns about pro- 
fits and people.”—Subtitle. For every li- 
brary collection, this will appeal to many 
readers—auction “goers,’”’ antique collec- 
tors and those who like a good story. 
(See Booklist 45:41 O. 1 ’48) 


Brown, Vinson. The amateur natural- 
ist’s handbook, with drawings b 
Don Greame Kelley. 1948. 475p. il- 
lus. Little, $3.50. 574 
A handbook for the amateur but will 

be useful to the advanced naturalist as 

well since a section of the book has been 
planned with that in mind. Instruction is 
given in methods of observing, collect- 
ing and preserving animal, plant, miner- 
al and rock specimens. Helpful bibliog- 
raphies add to its usefulness. (See Book- 
list 45:60 O. 15 ’48) 


Cohen, I. Bernard. Science, servant of 
man; a layman’s primer for the age 
of science. 1948. 362p. illus. —_ 

4 


An interpretation of science for the 
layman explaining its significance in 
everyday living. Case histories ranging 
from the discovery of penicillin to the 
recognition of the effect of the sun’s cor- 
ona on long-distance air travel show the 
application that has been made. The bib- 
liogravhies are extensive for each chap- 
ter. (See Booklist 45:60 O. 15 ’48) 


Inglenook cookbook. 1948. 320p. illus. 
Harper, $2. 641 
The recipes in this book came from 

church women. Originally in 1901 more 
than 5,000 recipes were submitted and 
this is a revision brought un to date. It 
is a guide for church cookery as well as 
home cookery. The section on Group 
cookery should make the book especially 
useful. No recipe requires the use of 
wines or liquors. 


Shultz, Gladys Denny. Letters to Jane. 
1948. 224p. Lippincott, $2.75. 612.6 
A mother talks to her daughter, and 

the group of girls in a college dormitory 

by letter about sex. She covers the ques- 
tions the girls bring her through the 
daughter’s letters, and speaks frankly in 
modern language, without avoiding any 

oo Should be excellent for today’s 

girls. 


Warren, Carl Nelson. Radio news 
writing and editing. 1948. 439p. il- 
lus. Harper, $4. 621.384 





212 


Manual for those concerned with hand- 
ling radio news in classroom, radio stu- 
dio or newspaper office. Explains tech- 
niques of the preparation of news for 
broadcast. (See Booklist 44:194 F. 1 ’48) 


White, John Marion. The farmers’ 
handbook. 1948. 440p. illus. maps. 
University of Oklahoma press, $4.95 

630 

Encyclopedia of agricultural informa- 
tion for farmers and gardeners. Material 
is arranged under twenty-one headings 
including many good suggestions on 
methods and labor saving ideas that are 
well worthwhile. Good librarv purchase. 

(This is another of the farm books re- 

viewed by B. M. Smith, Veteran Farm 

Trainer at Blair.) 


Fine Arts 


Hayes, Roland. My songs, Aframeri- 
can religious folk songs arranged 
and interpreted by Roland Hayes. 
1948. 129p. Little, $3. 784.7 
An anthology of Negro spirituals ar- 

ranged for piano and voice suitable for 
artists, family gathering or group sing- 
ing. There is an introduction and each 
spiritual is preceded by a brief explana- 
tion. 


Koller, Lawrence R. Shots at white- 
tails. 1948. 362p. illus. Little, $5. 
799.2 
An important book for the novice and 
the experienced deer hunter. Includes 
home life of the whitetail, woodcraft and 
organization of the hunt, specific infor- 
mation on removing game from the 
woods, practical arrangements and ap- 
pointments for the deer-hunters camp, 
sportsmanship and safety in the woods. 
Recommended for libraries in this “deer- 
conscious” State. 


Osburn, Burl Neff. Constructive de- 
sign. 1948. 94p. illus. Bruce, $5. 745 
Principles of design, incorporating 

every type from classic to modern along 

with application of design to the various 
materials of construction such as metal, 
wood, clay, leather, textiles, tapestry and 
plastics. It is intended for amateur and 
professional craftsmen, teachers and stu- 
dents. (See Booklist 45:62 O. 15 ’48) 


Literature 
Brown, John Mason. Seeing more 


things. 1948. 3847p. Whittlesey, 
$3.50. 824 
Another collection similar to his earli- 
er Seeing things (BULLETIN Nov. ’46). 
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These essays have been reprinted from 
the author’s department in the Saturday 
Review of Literature. They are enter- 
taining essays on the world of arts and 
human events. (See Booklist 45:63 O. 
15 ’48). 


Turlington, Catherine. Three to make 
ready. 1948. 8303p. Vanguard, $3.00. 
828 
One of those rambling family books, in 
which mother (using the editorial “we’’) 
writes of life with three teen-age daugh- 
ters and the Family Provider (generally 
abbreviated to F. P.). Reminds one of 
Willie Snow Ethridge’s earlier books, but 
has some shrewd observations that might 
be useful to similar families. Individual 
chapters would make entertaining read- 
ings. 


Description and Travel 


Furnas, Joseph Chamberlin. Anatomy 
of paradise; Hawaii and the islands 
of the South Seas. 1948. 542p. illus. 
Sloane, $5. 919.6 
Legend, fact, geography, history and 

ethnology of the people of the South 

Seas area. An informative book on a mis- 

understood section. Issued in cooperation 

with the American Institute of Pacific 

Relations. Recommended. (See Booklist 

45:64 O. 15 ’48) 


Helmericks, Constance and Helmer- 
icks, Harmon. Our summer with the 
Eskimos. 1948. 239p. illus. Little, 
$3.50. 917.98 
This third account of the experiences 

of this couple opens up a new part of 

Alaska and its people of whom we have 

not heard before. The immense game pre- 

serve, the 250 Eskimos who are the sole 
inhabitants of the 60,000 square miles 
and their summer life are recounted in 

this story. (See Booklist 45:64 O. 15 ’48) 


Biography 


Berryman, Opal Leigh. Pioneer 
preacher. 1948. 248p. Crowell, $3. 
921 


This biographical narrative of Texas 
in the early 1900’s is also the story of a 
Baptist preacher, George Carroll Berry- 
man, as told by his daughter. All the 
people of the countryside — cowboys, 
ranchers and homesteaders came within 
the reach of his interest and influence. 
He was concerned with the activities of 
the Ku Klux Klan and law breakers in 
general. (See Booklist 45:1 S. 1 ’48) 
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Ernst, Morris Leopold. So far so good. 
1948. 271p. Harper, $3. 921 
The author has written a sequel to his 

The Best is Yet (BULLETIN Je. °45). 

Like the first collection this gives the 

author’s ideas about many causes he be- 

lieves in. Included are reminiscences of a 

personal nature about his family and 

friends. But his views on the family, la- 
bor, race prejudice, freedom of commu- 

nication and other matters of equal im- 

portance are important reading. 


Pretorius, P. J. Jungle man; the auto- 
me eye d of Major P. J. Pretorius; 
with a foreword by J. C. Smuts. 

1948. 256p. illus. Dutton, $3.75. 921 

Exciting adventure in the African 
jungle hunting big game, living with the 
native tribes, learning their habits and 
language. Major Pretorius has an unusu- 
al interest in animals and their habits 
which form a large part of his book. He 
was chief scout of Field Marshall Smuts’ 
forces in World War I. Recommended 
A libraries. (See Booklist 45:9 S. 1 


Skinner, Cornelia Otis. Family circle. 
1948. illus. Houghton, $3.50. 
921 or 792 
The story of the Skinners—mother, 
father and daughter—their early lives 
and first struggles in the theater. Cor- 
nelia’s life is a large part of the book 
told with her light touch and character- 
May humor. (See Booklist 45:29 S. 15 


White, Walter Francis. A man called 
White, the autobiogranhy of Wal- 
ter White. 1948, 382p. Viking, $3.95. 

921 
The General Secretary of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Col- 

ored People explains here the work of 

that Association since its founding in 

1909. It is also his personal story of a 

light skinned Negro who will not “pass” 

for white. His concern and his whole 
life has been for the people of his race. 

A book for every library. (See Booklist 

45:41 O. 1 ’48) 


History 


Eliot, George Fielding. Hate, hope 
and high explosives; a report on 
the Middle East. 1948. 284p. Bobbs- 
Merrill, $2.75. 956 
The author visited the Middle East for 

the purpose of learning more about con- 

ditions there prior to Britain’s withdraw- 
al from Palestine. His investigations 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


213 


cover many phases of Middle Eastern 
life and many personalities but his em- 
is on the Soviet menace. A timely 

ok to recommend to readers. (See 
Booklist 45:48 O. 1 748) 


Miller, John Chester. Triumph of free- 
dom, 1775-1783; with maps by Van 
H. English. 1948. 718p. maps. Lit- 
tle, $6.50. 973.3 
This is a companion volume to Origins 

of the American Revolution (BULLETIN, 

Nov. ’43). A complete and well rounded 

account of the Revolutionary war. An 

unusual feature is the short biographical 
sketches of leading personalities of the 

times. Highly recommended for every li- 

brary. (See Booklist 45:11 S. 1 ’48) 


Fiction 
Bromfield, Louis. The wild country. 
1948. 274p. Harper, $2.75. 


One summer in the life of thirteen- 
year old Ronnie is a period in which he 
goes a long way toward attaining ma- 
turity. There is a fine unusual relation- 
ship between Ronnie and his grandfath- 
er which contributes to making the book 
important reading for parents. A series 
of dramatic episodes in the community 
bring into the story men and women with 
their own problems, all of whom have 
an influence on Ronnie. 


Castor, Henry. The Spanglers. 1948. 
8308p. Doubleday, $3. 

“A novel of Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
and the Civil War,” as the book jacket 
has it, contrasts the home atmosphere 
and battle and suffering of the brothers 
who enlist. Language is on the vulgar 
side, rather like Steinbeck, and even the 
likeable members of the Spangler family 
are earthy. Descriptions of battle and of 
Andersonville prison are vivid. 


Erdman, Loula Grace. Lonely pas- 
sage. 1948. 234p. Dodd, $2.75. 

A family story of the Pembertons— 
mostly the women of the family, especi- 
ally Thurley Renfro, daughter of Jennie 
Pemberton. A good story of the loneli- 
ness of youth. 


Fast, Howard. My glorious brothers. 

1948. 280p. Little, $2.75. 

An epic story of the Maccabean revolt 
against the oppressors of Judea. Cen- 
tered about one of the most stirring 
chapters in the history of the Israelites, 
it relates the heroic story of Judas the 
Maccabee and his four brothers, especi- 
ally of Simon, who is the narrator. Rec- 
ommended. 
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Fletcher, Inglis (Clark). Roanoke hun- 
dred, a novel. 1948. 493p. Bobbs- 
Merrill, $3.50. 

Historical novel with Sir Richard 
Grenville as hero. The scene is laid in 
Elizabethan England and on Roanoke 
Island, British New World settlement. 
(See Booklist 45:57 O. 15 ’48) 

Gilligan, Edmund. Storm at Sable Is- 
land. 1948. 368p. Little, $3. 


A story of the sea and fishermen off 
the coast of Nova Scotia. 


Light Romance and Western Stories 


Field, Peter, pseud. Return to Powder 
Valley, a Powder Valley western. 
1948. 249p. Jefferson House, $2.50. 
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Loring, Emilie. I hear adventure call- 
ing. 1948. 8328p. Little, $2.75. 


Manning, Roy. Renegade ranch. 1948. 
224p. Macrae-Smith, $2.50. 


Nichols, Margaret. And have not love. 
1948. 250p. Macrae-Smith, $2.50. 


Pickrel, Paul. The moving stairs. 1948. 
229p. Harper, $2.50. 


Tompkins, Walker A. Flaming canyon. 
1948. 2389p. Macrae-Smith, $2.50. 


Trimble, Louis. Valley of violence. 
1948, 245p. Macrae-Smith, $2.50. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


For Younger Children 


Carmer, Carl. Eagle in the wind. 
1948. [52p.] Aladdin, (bds.) $2.50. 
The eagle weather vane, blown by hur- 

ricane winds, gains his wish to fly away 

and then spends years in a ditch. Even- 
tually he is bought from the antique 
dealer by a man who was a little boy 
on the farm and returns to the very 
same barn from which he was blown. 

Three double spreads in color and many 

crayon sketches play their part in mak- 

ing a distinctive book, published by a 

new comer in the field. Boards with cloth 

spine. Ages 8-9 to read; ages 5-7 to be 
read aloud. 


Geisel, Theodor Seuss. Thidwick, the 
big hearted moose. 1948. illus. 
[38p.] Random, $2. 
Bingle Bug makes his home on Thid- 

wick’s horns and then invites all his 

friends in. Another nonsense rhyme, done 
in the same manner as Horton hatches 
the egg. 


Gramatky, Hardie. Creeper’s jeep. 
1948. [60p.] illus. Putnam, $2.25. 
The shiny red jeep, complete with a 

plow, cultivator, buzz saw and automatic 

milker, which Creeper won at the Coun- 
ty fair, was a bone of contention between 

Creeper and his family. How the jeep 

won over Creeper’s father makes a color- 

ful picture-story of farm and village life. 

(See Booklist 45:53 O. 1 ’48) 


The Little Golden books. Simon & 
Schuster, 25 cents each. (Certain 
titles now available in cloth bound 
editions). 


Jackson, Kathryn. Busy Timmy. Sim- 
ple pre-school story of a child developing 
independence. 

Jones, Elizabeth Orton. Little Red Rid- 
ing Hood. A good version of an old fav- 
orite with typical “Jones” illustrations. 

Mitchell, Lucy (Sprague). A year in 
the city. Companion volume to Year on 
the farm, through the four seasons. 

Rojankovsky, Feodor, illus. The three 
bears. A very acceptable version of this 
old favorite. 


McCloskey, Robert. Blueberries for 
Sal. 1948. 54p. illus. Viking, $2. 
Little Sal and her mother and little 

bear and his mother get all mixed up 

with each other among the blueberries on 

Blueberry hill. The charming double 

spread pictures that are an integral part 

of the text make a perfect picture-story 
book for the pre-school and kindergarten 

age. (See Booklist 45:74 O. 15 ’48) 


Olds, Elizabeth. Riding the rails. 
1948. [47p.] illus. Houghton, — 
38 


The history of railroads in the United 
States, told in picture-book style by the 
author-artist of The big fire (BULLETIN, 
Mar. ’46). Small boys of 7 to 10 will de- 
light in the action-filled pictures. Junior 
Literary Guild Selection. 


For Older Boys and Girls 
Adshead, Gladys L. An inheritance of 


poetry. 1948. 415p. illus. Houghton, 
$4 821.8 


A combination of two collections, one 
made by Gladys Adshead, the other by 
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Annis Duff, beautifully illustrated by 
Nora Unwin. Not only an author and 
sources, title and first line indexes but 
also an index to the poems that have a 
musical setting. For all ages. 


Daugherty, James Henry. The wild 
wild west. 1948, 3p. illus. McKay, 
(bds.) $2.50. 978 
The saga of the taming of the Amer- 

ican wilderness from Daniel Boone to 
the joining of east and west by the “Iron 
horse,” told in rollicking verse and gusty 
drawings. A needed book of the drama of 
our American heritage for boys and girls 
of all ages. 


Frost, Frances. Sleigh bells for Windy 
Foot. 1948. 184p. illus. Whittlesey, 


$2. 

This family Christmas story is told 
about the same characters who appeared 
in Windy Foot at the County Fair (BUL- 
LETIN, May ’47). The renewal of the 
friendshin between Tish and the Clark 
youngsters and the excitement of family 
preparation for a country Christmas 
make a story the 8 to 11 year olds will 
enjoy. (See Booklist 45:53 O. 1 ’48) 


Geralton, James. Story of sound. 1948. 
74p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 534 
A readable, non-technical discussion of 

sound and the ways in which it travels 

with a few simnle experiments. Illus- 


trated with drawings and written by a - 


Harvard University Physics instructor. 
a 5-7. (See Booklist 45:72 O. 15 


Gruenberg, Sidonie (Matsner), comp. 
More favorite stories. 1948. 3899p. 
illus. Doubleday, $3.75. 

Both traditional and modern selections 
are revresented in the various groupings 
—stories of boys and girls, adventure, 
folk tales, pioneer America, humor, horse 
and dog stories, and myths and legends 
are some of the classifications. A useful 
addition to the storyteller’s shelf or to 
the parents’ shelf. 


Harshaw, Ruth. What book is that? 
1948. 96p. Macmillan, $1.50. 
028.5 or 394 
Subtitled: Fun with books at home and 
school. The co-authors, Ruth Harshaw 
and Dilla McBean have worked togeth- 
er in the Chicago area’s radio program, 
Battle of the Books. This handbook of 
book quizzes, sketches and suggestions 
for a mock radio program will be help- 
ful for Book Week or during the year 
with book programs. Grades 4-8. 
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Hayes, Florence (Sooy). Skid. 1948. 
216p. illus. Houghton, $2.50. 

Skid is a young Negro boy who moves 
from his home in Georgia to a small 
town in Connecticut where he is the only 
Negro child in the school. Charlie Mae 
Rollins recommends it. Grades 5-8. (See 
Booklist 45:53 O. 1 ’48) 


Lee, Tina. How to make dolls and doll 
houses. 1948. 64p. illus. Doubleday, 
$2.25. 649.5 
An attractive manual on how to make 

dolls and doll clothes, doll houses and doll 
furniture. Basic patterns, pictures and 
diagrams to help in the making, with 
simple materials suggested, make a us- 
able book. 


Marshall, Dean. The invisible island. 
1948. 191p. illus. Dutton, $2.50. 
From their circumscribed life in a New 

York city apartment, the young Guth- 

rie’s go to their new home in Connecti- 

cut and have an opportunity to play 

“shipwreck” with its proper tinge of 

mystery. The “desert island” stories that 

they have read provide the basis for 
imaginative play. Good family relation- 

ships. Grades 4-6. 


Meadowcroft, Enid. By secret railway. 
1948, 275p. illus. Crowell, $3. 
Twelve-year old David, living in Chi- 

cago, helps to rescue his Negro friend 

when his “freedom papers” lost, he is 

sold to a slave-owner in Missouri. A 

well-written story of pre-Civil war days 

and the “Underground railroad” in Mis- 

souri and Illinois. Grades 4-6. 


Sechrist, Elizabeth (Hough). Heigh-ho 
for Halloween. 1948. 240p. illus. 


Macrae-Smith, $2.50. 894 


The origin of the holiday, how to make 
Halloween cards, stories, poems, plays, 
games, parties and a chapter on the com- 
munity’s responsibility are included in 
this book of Halloween. Grades 4-8. (See 
Booklist 45:54 O. 1 °48) 


Seredy, Kate. The chestry oak. 1948. 
236p. illus. Viking, $2.50. 

Young Michael, Prince of Chestry, car- 
ries an acorn through many vicissitudes 
from his Hungarian home, devastated by 
the war, to plant it in his new home 
with a G. I. family in the Hudson River 
valley. A moving story of the heritage of 
the past with a dancing black stallion 
that will delight readers from 10 to 12. 
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Spencer, Cornelia. Japan. 1948. 24p. 
illus. 915.2 
Evans, Edwin Ben. Scandinavia. 1948. 
24p. illus. Holiday (bds.), $1.25 
each. 914.8 
Two more titles in the Lands and Peo- 
ples Series that show countries in the 
news, their historical background and 
how they are working on their post-war 
problems. The publisher has announced 
a buckram edition at $1.75 net. 


For Young People 


Best, Herbert. The long portage. 1948. 
250p. illus. Viking, $2.50. 

A stirring story of the French and 
Indian war on the junior novel level. 
Young Phil, an orphan on the New York 
water front, becomes a member of Rog- 
er’s Rangers and becomes a protege of 
Lord Howe. Historically accurate. Junior 
and Senior high school. 


Harper, Wilhelmina. Down in Dixie. 
1948, 245p. Dutton, $2.75. 


Another in the series of Our States in 
Story, this time excerpts from stories 





December, 1948 


with regional settings in the South Cen- 
tral states. States included are Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Tennessee and Kentucky. 
Grades 7-9. 


Lavender, David Sievert. Golden trek. 
1948, 265p. Westminster, $2.50. 
When the gold fever struck his small 

community in Ohio, sixteen year old Joe 

Gordon started out with his uncle, just 

back from the Mexican war and disillu- 

sioned, to stake claims for the Golden 

West Company. Disappointment in the 

failure of the company to survive, back- 

breaking work and hardship are a part 
of Joe’s life, but he-sees his uncle finally 

stand for the right and the thrill of a 

new land developing. Junior and Senior 

High School. 


Whitney, Phyllis Ayame. Ever after. 

1948. 279p. Houghton, $2.50. 

A junior novel for older girls with the 
theme of career plus marriage. Marel 
is determined to be an illustrator of chil- 
dren’s books and works to make her mar- 
riage with Chris, a young writer, suc- 
cessful. Junior and Senior High School. 





CORRECTION 


In the announcement of the appointment of William J. Deegan, Jr., City Manager, 
Superior, to the Wisconsin Library Commission in the October Bulletin, the note should 
have stated that Mr. Deegan had been City Manager at De Land, Florida, not Daytona 


Beach. 
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